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EDITORIALS

A Crime Is a Crime

In testimony before the House Appropriations Com-
mittee recently, J. Edgar Hoover, the nation’s No. 1 G-Man,
issued another strong indictment on the way juvenﬂe
criminals are treated at the hands of juvenile authorities.

The “kid gloves” attitude toward youth crime must be
ended as a matter of self-preservation, Hoover indicated
to the committee.

The communities and the courts must take sterner
measures to end the mounting savagery and senseless bru-
tality of youthful criminals, he warned.

Along this line, he maintained there is no reason for
witholding the names of young criminals when felonious
crimes are involved—a stand that has been criticized by
many leading social workers and juvenile court spokesmen.

Mr. Hoover has the weight of evidence riding with
him,, however. His statistics show that only about 38 per
cent of the nation's youths under 18 were arrested last
year which indicates that nearly 97 per cent of those in
that age group are growing up to be decent American
citizens.

Why should the large group be penalized with the
delinquent label it does not merit to cover the identities
of the 3 per cent.

The HERALD believes the deterrent effect of public
disclosure for crimes far outweighs the threat to a rehabi]-
jtation program for offenders which authorities claim such
disclosure poses.

As a matter of self-preservation, the communities of
America can no longer afford to “cover up” for the errant
just because he hasn't reached an arbitrary age of 18.

A crime is a crime, and a criminal is a criminal.

A Final Decision

While we haven't seen details of the proposal under
which Dominguez Water Co. would purchase the interest of
stockholders in Narbonne Ranch Water Co. No. 3, we do be-
lieve that the people of the area who must eventually pay
for any water system installed there one way or another
should be the final judge of the merits of any proposal.

The city council, while not unanimous by any means,
indicated that it might be willing to drop an involuntary

t district pr di for the area if the terms of
the purchase appear to be reasonable.

This, we believe, is a sound move on the council's
pari— it has at least a moral duty to see that the citizens
who look to them for government do not get “skinned” by
a private firm for a public utility, but by the same token,
the council has no moral obligation to cram a municipal
water system down the throats of its constituents when the
persons involved have an equally sound solution to their
problems.

Without commenting on the terms of any such pur-
chase by Dominguez, the HERALD believes that the council
has indicated the proper approach. If it can be shown that
the residents and taxpayers of the area can receive equal
or more benefits from the private system, it should receive
the blessing of the council.

At the same time, it is incumbent on the proposed
purchaser to see that its terms are reasonable, honest, and
fully understood by the residents.

Once the decision is made, it will be for a long time,
and second guessing could be very, very expensive,

Opinions of Others I

Here is how Abraham Lincoln described the free enter-
prise system in his first annual message to Congress in
1861:

“The prudent, penniless beginner labors for wages for
awhile, saves a surplus with which to buy tools or land for
himself, then labors on his own account another while and
at length hires another beginner to help him. This is the
just and generous and prosperous system which opens the
way to all, gives hope to all, and consequently energy and
progress and improvement of conditions to all.”"—Stanley
(Wisc.) Republican,

Big foundations say giving money away is a difficult
job. Have they tried consulting a government expert! —
Houghton (Mich.) Mmmg Gazeue

The voters seem to like the ldea of an ever increasing
flow of manna from the seats of government, but when it
comes down to cases, they don't want to sign the checks.
This attitude can’t go on forever. The American people
will have to decide not only what they would like to have,
but what they're willing to pay for.—Wailuku (Hawaii)
Maui News.
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EXACTLY WHERE YOU'RE GOING
THE VERY DAY YOU STARY DRWING
ON YOUR VACAT!ON |

RAMBLINGS by Ronnie Saunders
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Back in Your Own Back Yard

With school out in less than
a month and Memorial Week
end looming on the horizon,
vacation thoughts have again
taken top priority in Tor-
rance families.

Despite the proximity of
this area to such well-known
places as the Grand Canyon,
Yosemite, San Francisco,
Mexico, and even Hawaii —
any of which could be seen
on a two week trip — our
family decided last year to
spend its two weeks exploring
Torrance's own back yard.
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New to the area, we wanted
to become familiar with the
sights hereabouts before wan-
dering to the distant p

spent our days exploring
such places as Will Rogers
State Park (where a polo club
keeps a well-stocked stable,
and the ranch hbme of the
grass-roots, phumopher has
been presérved by the state
just off Sunset Blvd.); the
Southwest Indian Museum in
Pasadena; Olvera Street in
Los Angeles, which brought
back memories of our many
trips to Tijuana during the
San Diego years; and Ala-
mitos Bay Marina near Long
Beach where we overlooked
the picturesque canals with
their docked boats bobbling
in the still water and the
palms reachi ds the

and the result was one of the
most memorable vacations
we've ever enjoyed.

Shortly before coming here,
we had sent away to the All-
Year Club of Calif. for a bro-
chure we'd seen advertised in
a national magazine. It listed
every conceivable “sight” in
the county — about 49 in all,
with descriptions and loca-
tions detailed on an accom-
panying map.
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At home only to sleep dur-

ing those two weeks, we

In Years Gone By

Twenty-five years ago to-
day headlines in the Torrance
HERALD bore overtones of
the effects of the depression
in this city.

Most optimistic news, ac-
cording to the HERALD files
of May 17, 1934, was the fact
that Columbia Steel was ex-
periencing an employment
boom, running at capacity
production with 1600 employ-
ees — 400 more than were
employed during the peak of
the 1928-29 boom.

Other big industries which
were experiencing recovery
were National Supply—which
had boosted its payroll to 400
persons following hiring of
35 men within a two-week
period, and which had dou-
bled its work force from that
of the previous year—and In-
ternational Derrick & Equip-
ment, which was employing
four times as many persons
as it had the year before, and
which had granted pay in-
creases,

Advertising sales at the
HERALD in April 1034 were
higher than at any time since
April 1931 and the HERALD
payroll was also reported
highest for any April slnce
1931,
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On the less optimistic side
of depression-colored news
wag the fact that welfare
orders in Torrance were up
1000 per cent, having risen
from 264 relief orders a
month to 8343 orders. One of
the results of the overload
was that food distributed to
persons on the relief rolls
overflowed the 25 foot square
welfare room, an on several
occasions had to be stacked
in the street, necessitating the
rental of additional storage
space.

sky amidst the houses across
the bay as we ate our dinners.
We paid visits to Terminal Is-
land where our boys were
fascinated by all the different
shipyards, the fishing barges,
ocean-going vessels which
were being loaded with cargo,
and the nearby canneries of
Sa Pedro; traveled to the Ar-
boretum at Arcadia, where
we saw semi-tropical plants
from all parts of the world,
four model patios where ex-
periments are being conduct-
ed by a western magazine,

A suggestion by the Cham-
ber of Commerce that a 30-
hour work week be instituted
came in for its share of criti-
cism from local labor unions
while the chamber board in
turn voiced its objections to
the unemployment insurance
plan, calling it an imposition
on employers in troubled
times,
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Current warnings of pos-
sible polio epidemics in 1959
seem ironic in the light of
recent vaccine discoveries
when one realizes there was
no Salk vaccine when similar
headlines appeared in the
HERALD 25 years ago—only
then they called it infantile
paralysis. Although at that
time Torrance had not yet
had any reported cases, the
epidemic had begun to spread

and a jungle lagoon where
jungle sequences for tele-
vision programs and movies
are filmed; and visited Grif-
fith Park with its famed ob-
servatory and country-like
Fern Dell.

When we neded a day to
just relax we went to the
beagh and ate at a local res-
taurant. Exploring the Re-
dondo Pier and watching the
men fish there was fun for
our boys another afternoon.

* f K

After our two weeks va-
cation had ended and we still
had a couple of dozen sights
we still hadn't seen, we de-
cided to continue the ‘vaca-
tion’ on week ends during the
rest of the year. The All
Year Club’s folder is dog-
eared and crumbled now; but
we're still making our way
down the list. We still must
get to see the Arabian Horse
Farm, the world's largest lilac
ranch, and . .

Maybe I'd better put away
the travel folders, and cancel
our vacation reservations. It
looks like I'll need at least
another two weeks to see all
the rest of “our own back-
yard.”

through the county at alarm-
ing rates,

Taxes were posing as big a
problem a quarter of a cen-
tury ago as they are today.
Although the county Board of
Supervisors had been asked
to reduce the tax rate to 80c
per $100 of assessed valua-
tion, the board stated it would
have to raise the rate to $2.40
per $100 of assessed valua-
tion in order to support the
increasing numbers of per-
sons on the charity rolls.

While the citizens toyed
with the idea of how to re-
duce taxeg and get the indi-
gents off the relief rolls, the
bank officials began to unroll
the red tape that would clear
the way for the re-opening of
First National Bank, which
would free thousands of dol-
lars of frozen funds some
time in June.

Pedestrian Rules
In Code Reviewed

Pedestrians are given sweep-
ing privileges under many
sections of the Vehicle Code.
For example:

“, . . Vehicular traffic, in-
cluding vehicles turning right
or left, shall yield the right
of way to other vehicles and
to pedestrians lawfully with-
in the intersection or adja-
cent crosswalk . . . “and, “pe-
destrians facing a signal may
proceed across the roadway
within any marked or un-
marked crosswalk.”

The latter part of the above
quoted section has long been
a matter of controversy, and
even bitter criticism, among

many motorists, Drivers say
the law encourages walkers
to “dally” while crossing on a
“go” signal, at the expense
of vehicular traffic waiting to
make a turn,
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What some pedestrians do
not appear to know, however,
ig that they may not legally
start across a street against
a yellow, or amber light. Rec-
ords show that a high per-
centage of daylight pedes-
trian accidents are caused by
this improper walking maneu-
ver,

Jaywalking, of course, is
prohibited, and many cities

American Public Holds Key
To Mail Smut, Officials Say

(Ed. Note: This is the second of two articles on the growing threat of obscene mail
and what can be done about it. This article explains how the American -ublic can
drive the dealers in obscenity out of business.)

The American public, if it
wants to, can destroy the half
billion dollar a year mail-
order business in obscenity
which is having such disas-
trous effects on teen-age
youngsters, Postmaster Clara
A. Conner stated today.

+The judgment as to what
is obscene is actually in the
hands of the citizens of Tor-
rance and other communities
throughout the nation, the
Postmaster emphasized; and
the final judge in these mat-
ters is the conscience of these
awakened communities.

“We can clean up the mails
in Torrance if enough citizens
become aware of the serious-

- ness of this problem and use

their influence to do so,”
Postmaster Conner said. “We
must do so to protect our
homes, curb juvenile delin-
quency, and prevent the pois-
oning of the minds of our
children.”
% % &

All the average citizen
needs to do if his home is in-
vaded by unordered and un-
wanted mail solociting the
sale of filthy, lewd and las-
civious films, slides, pictures
or other obscene or porno-
graphic material is to com-
plain to the Post Office De-
partment. This is done by
mailing the objectionable ma-
terial itself, and the envelope
it came in, with a signed note
of “protest to the local Post-
master.

An investigation is then
made by the Post Office De-
partment’s Inspection Serv-
ice. If their findings justify
action to ban the material
from the mails, the Depart-

ment's General Counsel then
issues such an order. If the
sender of the obscene litera-
ture protests the Department’s
ruling, the matter may then
be taken to the nearest Unit-
ed States District Court for
decision.
% %

Where the material in ques-
tion is clearly pornographic,
criminal action is usually tak-
en by the local prosecuting
authorities with the coopera-
tion of the Post Office De-
partment. Convictions in such
cases provide for both jail
and dollar fines for the deal-
ers in obscenity.

Testimony given recently
in Washington by Postmaster
General Arthur E. Summer-
field before the Subcommit-
tee of the House Post Offige
and Civil Service Committee
indicates that no longer do
dealers in smut and dirty pic-
tures serve only a few adults.
Instead, they are increasing-
ly soliciting youngsters, send-
ing their unwanted and un-
ordered material indiscrimin-
ately and wiuthout conscience
into the homes of the nation.
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Postmaster Conner empha-
sized that the Post Office De-
partment is intensifying its
efforts to clean up the mails.
Its chief opposition in doing
$0 comes from those who reap
huge profits from unrestrict-
ed mailings, and from some
misguided ‘individuals who
confuse liberty with license,
and in doing so, unwittingly
give aid to these dealers in
obscenity,

Congressman Kathryn E.
Granahan, chairman of the

THE SQUIRREL CAGE by Reid Bundy

House Post Office and Civil
Service Subcommittee on Ob-
scene Literature, aptly sum-
med up this apparent confu-
sion in the minds of some re-
cently by stating “There are
those who express concern for
ine right of free speech and
free press.

“I would like to point out
in this connection that there
are many situations where a
certain freedom might apply
to adults but will not apply
to chilaren. For example, the
selling of alcoholic beverages
to minors is prohibited; chil-
dren under a certain age are
not permitted to drive an
automobile; and they are not
admitted to see certain mov-
ies if they are minors. How-
ever, experience clearly dem-
onstrates that the wholesale
circularization and uncontrol-
led dissemination of obscene
material always brings a good
deal of it into the hands of
children and teen -age youth.”
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“In spxle of the frustration
and the legal complications,
and even the court decisions,
I feel a responsibility to the
public to attempt to prevent
the use of the mails for in-
decent material, and to seek
indictments and prosecutions
for such offenses, even
though it may be argued that
it falls in the category of ma-
terial concerning which there
have been previous rulings
favorable to the promoters.
It seems to me that only by
this method can the dimen-
siong of this problem become
clearly established before the
courts and the Congress and
the American public.”

Wants "In” On Good Thing

A California farmer has
tropped a note to William A.
Burkett, superintendent of
banks for the state, which
could set high finance back a
hundred years, according to
the California Taxpayer's
Assn.

The farmer wrote:
Dear Sir:

I read in the newspaper
where England has negotiated
a loan from the United States
and the terms were so in-
teresting to me I have been
wondering why we can't have
some banking like that done
here in California.

As 1 understand it, al-
though I ain't settin’ myself
up as no expert in under-
standing these things, the
United States is gonna loan
Great Britain four billion dol-

in recent years have waged
an all-out campaign against
this once common pedestrian
violation. The code says a pe-
destrian crossing a street at
a point other than a cross-
walk shall yield the right of
way to “all vehicles upon the
roadway.”
* %

But even here, the pedes-
trian is protected by the law
which says: “The provis\ons
of this section shall not re-
lieve the driver of a vehicle
from the duty to exercise due
care for the safety of any pe-
destrian upon the roadway.”

Of course, we all know
that “ no pedestrian shall
walk upon any roadway out-
side of a business district
otherwise than close to the
left- hlnd edge of the road-
way.

But did you know that “no
person shall stand in a road-
way for the purpose of solicit-
ing a ride from the driver of
any wh!c!;‘r"

%

Also, “It shall be unlawful
for any person who is intoxi-
cated to such an extent as to
create a hazard to himself or
others to walk or be upon
any roadway.”

Then there is this one:

“It is unlawful for any per-
son to ski or toboggan on or
across any state highway in
such manner as to interfere
with the movement of vehi-
cles...”

lars, and won't no interest
start until 1960, and when it
does start it will be 2 percent,
with the provision that Eng-
land can ignore the interest
if her exports fall below 60
percent of what they were
immediately before the war
started.

Now there's a system of

If you know of any bank
in California dealin in inter-
national loans I will appreci-
ate you lettin me know as
soon as possible, as I hope to
get there before the money's
all gone.

Yours faithfully,
J. A,

banking which 1 admire and
I would like to know why the
bankers here in California
don’t get their bankin prin-
ciples up on the international
level and really do some busi-
ness,

If the bank will loan me
without no interest until
1960, and none then if my
farm don't produce 60 per-
cent of what it did before the
war, and I figure I can ar-
range to keep my production
down to that figure without
no effort at all to speak of,
there ain't no tellin how far
I could go, or how much busi-
ness the bank could do with
me.

I understand the United
States is makin this loan be-
cause it is worried about Eng-
land goin under, and the
same thing would apply in my
case. I could meet them
terms satisfactorily. But it is
my opinion that England
ain't in no serious danger as
long as there is Englishmen
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“It is when we forget our-
selves that we do things that
are remembered.” — E. P,
Bertin.

“If all the economists in the
world were laid end to end,
they wouldn't reach a conclu-
sion.” — George Bernard
Shaw.

“Every dollar of federal aid
Indiana gets costs us $1.53—
Gov. Harold Handley.

“It is hardly lack of due
process for the government
to regulate that which it sub-
sidizes.” — U. S. Supreme
Court.

“If at marriage you don't

THE OLD 'ﬂNlR

“Any duffer can be an ex-
pert, at telling another golfer
what’s wrong with his game.”

left smart enough to negoti- succeed, try a gun.” — Joe
ate them kind of loans. Laurie, Jr.
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